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The law says the magistrate has the power to make a protection order for your 
children to make them safe.  

This order is a court document with rules that everyone must follow. The 
magistrate can make rules like who your children will live with, where your 
children go to school and about other things to make your children safe. 

 Interim or temporary protection orders 
The magistrate can make orders like these to last for a short time. These orders are 
called interim orders. It means that the magistrate has not finished deciding about what 
is best for your children.  The magistrate will say how long those rules will last for.  

The orders that last for a short time while your case is going on can be about things like: 

 Your children staying in the temporary care of the Department of Communities 
(sometimes called Child Protection). 

 Your children staying with you. 

 Your children staying with another person in your family or community. 

 How often you see your children if they are not living with you. 

 Whether another adult, usually either from Child Protection or your family, needs to be with you 
when you see your children (supervised visits). 

Final protection orders 
The magistrate can make final orders.  

Your case at the Children’s Court ends when a final protection order is made.  

The magistrate might also say no final protection order is needed.  

There are 4 types of final protection orders: 

 
This is a court order made by a magistrate. Your children live with one or both 
parents. You decide everything about how your children live. The order might 
have some rules about keeping your children safe enough and healthy.  

You must follow these rules. The order also gives Child Protection the power to 
come to your house and check that your children are safe. 
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This is a court order made by a magistrate. This order gives power to Child 
Protection to decide many things about your children, like where your children 
live and where they go to school.  The order will say how long Child Protection 
can make these decisions for your children.  

If you show Child Protection that it is safe enough for your children to live at 
home with you, Child Protection might say that your children can live with you again.     

Child Protection works with you to sort things out so it is safe enough for your children to come 
home. 

Sometimes your children are living with you when this order is made. 

How long does a protection order (time limited) last? 
The longest time that this protection order can last is 2 years without going back to court. Sometimes 
the order is made for 12 months. Sometimes less than 12 months. Sometimes the order is made for 18 
months. Sometimes the order is made for 2 years.  

Before the order ends, Child Protection can put in court documents to ask the magistrate at the 
Children’s Court to keep the protection order (time limited) going for up to another 2 years. You can 
say at court you agree with this. You can say at court you do not agree. The magistrate decides what is 
best for your children. 

 

 

 

 
This is a court order made by a magistrate. This order gives power to Child 
Protection to decide many big things about your children, like who looks after 
your children, where your children live and where they go to school.  

This protection order says Child Protection can make these decisions for your 
children until your children turn 18 years of age.  
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Can I get rid of a final protection order? 
You can put in your own court documents to the Children’s Court asking the magistrate 

to revoke or cancel a final order.  

You should get legal advice before doing this. 

If you, the other parent, and Child Protection don’t agree about revoking the order, 
the magistrate decides what is best for your children. 

 
This is a court order made by a magistrate. The order says that a person called a 
special guardian will look after your children until your children are 18 years of 
age.  

Your children will live with the special guardian, and the special guardian has the 
power to decide most big things for your children.  

When a magistrate makes the carer a special guardian, Child Protection will stop checking on 
your children, and they will stop talking to you about your children. The order can say when you 
can see your children. 

Carers who have been looking after children for at least 2 years while the children have been on 
a protection order (time limited) or a protection order (until 18) can apply to the Children’s Court 
for a special guardianship order.  

Child Protection can apply for a carer to be made a special guardian at any time. Only a 
magistrate can make a carer a special guardian.  




